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Dear Friends 
 
Our five collections – four outside 
Tesco stores and one outside a 
Sainsbury store – were an 
outstanding success, raising a 
total of £1,604.57. 
 
Three of the Tesco collections 
were at Abingdon and the other 
at Cowley Retail Park. The 
Sainsbury collection was at 
Heyford Hill. 

Our thanks to our wonderful team 
of collectors, who bravely turned 
out in very bad weather at times 
– rain, wind and temperatures 
almost at freezing – to do their 
one- or two-hour stints. 

Generally, we rely on the same 
small number of collectors, but 
this time, our fundraisers, Alan 
Cusden and Geoff Cowan, were 
pleasantly surprised to see so 
many members volunteer. 

Our thanks to everyone who 
‘shook a tin’, to the many 
shoppers who supported us, and  
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to Alan and Geoff for organising 
the collection days. 

100 CLUB DRAW 

Is there a volunteer to take over 
the 100 Club? Brenda Franklin, 
who has run it for several years, 
would like to step down if anyone 
else is willing to come forward. 

The job involves organising four 
draws a year, collecting annual 
subscription fees, keeping a list 
of members and spreading the 
word to attract more people to 
take part. 

In the latest draw at our March 
Open Day, the first number to 
drop out of the carousel 
belonged to Brenda’s late 
husband, John. It was 
unanimously agreed that the 
prize money, £23, should go to 
Brenda. Second prize of £11 
went to Stephen Michael and the 
third prize of £5 to Rita Thorpe. 

If anyone fancies the job as 100 
Club co-ordinator, please contact 
our secretary, Jo Hawtin, on 
01865 373907 or email 
jo.hawtin@ntlworld.com 



JOHN FRANKLIN 
 
Branch members joined many 
friends and former colleagues at 
a service of thankgiving for the 
life of John Franklin, who died 
suddenly in January.  
 
John spent his working life as a 
policeman – Pc 253 – starting 
with the Buckinghamshire force 
and then serving with Thames 
Valley following the merger of the 
Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire, Reading and Oxford 
forces in 1968. 
 
Outside work, apart from his 
family, his passions were rugby 
and railways – a model of the 
famous steam locomotive, Flying 
Scotsman, which has recently 
returned to the tracks after a £3m 
rebuild, appeared prominently on 
his coffin. 
 
John regularly attended our 
Open Days with his wife Brenda 
and contributed hundreds of 
pounds to our funds over the 
years by collecting and selling 
used postage stamps. He also 
often helped at our street 
collections. 
 
Son Neil gave a moving tribute to 
his father at the thanksgiving 
service at Oxford Crematorium, 
and praised his mother for the 
exceptional way she had looked 
after him, a point we all in the 
branch will heartily endorse. 

The branch has received a 
donation of £151.30 from the 
collection at John’s funeral. Our 
thanks to Brenda and her family 
for their generosity. 
 

BMW CHEQUE 

Jeff Samways retired from the 
BMW car factory at Cowley 10 
years ago, but his former 
workmates have never forgotten 
him – or our branch. 

Workers at the plant continue to 
support our work from their 
charity fund, and Jeff and Tracey 
were invited there to receive a 
cheque for £400 on our behalf.  

Jeff is still well remembered at 
the factory – some of the 
apprentices he taught now hold 
important management positions. 

At the cheque presentation 
ceremony, Jeff thanked his 
former colleagues for their 
generosity and explained that the 
money would used to finance our 
monthly Open Days. 

Our thanks to BMW and its staff 
for their support and to Jeff and 
Tracey for continuing our vital 
link with them. 

OBE FOR MS CHIEF 

Michelle Mitchell, chief executive 
of the MS Society, was awarded 
an OBE in the Queen’s New 
Year Honours List. 





BENEFITS SAVED 

The MS Society is claiming a 
major victory after the 
Government abandoned plans to 
cut disability payments. 

Ministers had been poised to 
make changes to Personal 
Independent Payments (PIP) and 
cut £4.4bn from the Budget, 
leaving thousands of people with 
MS worse off. In the worst cases, 
it is possible claimants could 
have lost up to £150 a week. 

Iain Duncan Smith resigned as 
Secretary for Work and 
Pensions, claiming the Budget 
was deeply unfair, at odds with 
the Tory party’s ‘One Nation’ 
principles and risked dividing 
society. However, his successor, 
Stephen Crabb, confirmed that 
the proposed changes would not 
go ahead. 

The MS Society, which joined 
other charities in fighting the 
cuts, said in a statement: “This is 
an incredible win for people with 
disabilities. Thousands of people 
with MS rely on PIP for vital 
support to live independently and 
with dignity. That support is now 
protected.  

“Thousands of campaigners 
called on the Government to 
scrap these changes. Between 
us, we generated huge pressure 
on ministers. This changed 
Government policy and led to a 

rethink on the Budget. We can 
only achieve this kind of change 
when we act together.” For 
people with MS already receiving 
PIP, nothing will change. Those 
receiving Disability Living 
Allowance, which is being 
phased out, will still have to 
undergo an assessment before 
being switched to PIP. 

STEM CELL TRIAL 
 
BBC’s Panorama programme 
showcased a stem cell trial in 
Sheffield that has transformed 
the lives of some people with 
highly active relapsing MS. 
 
It involves taking stem cells from 
a person’s blood, wiping out their 
immune system with 
chemotherapy and reintroducing 
the stem cells into the body. The 
aim is to re-set the immune 
system and stop it attacking 
nerves. 
 
The MS Society said: “The 
treatment carries significant risks 
and more research is needed, 
but it is very promising.” 
 

SPREAD THE WORD 
 
Copies of our leaflet, giving 
details of branch activities, are 
available at our Open Day. 
Please take a few and distribute 
them as widely as possible to GP 
surgeries, health centres and 
hospitals you attend. 



OPEN DAYS 

The Rebukes ukulele band 
proved to be a very popular 
choice of entertainment for our 
April Open Day. 

The five ukulele players and one 
double bass player gave us 
nearly an hour of foot-tapping 
enjoyment, with plenty of 
members singing along to the 
catchy tunes they played. 

The musicians included Claire 
White, one of our Open Day 
volunteers, who had suggested 
bringing her band to entertain us. 
We hope they will visit us again 
soon. 

Our May Open Day will feature a 
craft workshop led by Pauline 
Allen, while in June, we will 
welcome back former customs 
officer Malcolm Nelson, with 
more amusing tales of catching 
smugglers. 

In July, our guest will be Bridget 
Britton, who will speak about the 
work of the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting, part of our 
March Open Day, was well 
attended, with some lively 
discussion. 

Our chairman, John Chipperfield, 
reported a successful year, with 
the focus again on our monthly 

Open Days, which had featured 
speakers, entertainers, craft 
workshops and birds of prey. He 
thanked everyone who had 
supported the branch. 

There were no new nominations 
for the committee, and the 
present officers were re-elected 
en bloc. 

A copy of the branch accounts is 
included later in the newsletter. 

RAIL MARATHON 

Mike Homer, who visited 82 of 
the 277 MS Society branches, 
including our own, during a 
4,795-mile, 10-day rail marathon, 
raised more than £3,000 for MS 
research. 

He set out from his home at 
Fareham, Hampshire, to the 
furthest point he could reach 
each day, then worked his way 
back, stopping at towns and 
cities where there were MS 
branches. 

He was met at Oxford station by 
our chairman, John Chipperfield, 
as he returned from Llandudno 
on the seventh day of what he 
called his MSaTHON. 

Mike, 76, whose daughter 
Elizabeth has MS, has a balance 
problem and used a power chair 
to complete his challenge. He 
was given a free pass by South 
West Trains, his local train 
company, to travel the country. 



PARKING PROTEST 
 

A woman with MS has criticised 
plans to remove parking spaces 
near her home. 
 
Patricia Edwards, 60, who lives 
in Headley Way, Headington, 
fears she will have to give up her 
work as an Oxford college 
administrator. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council is 
planning a £12.5m traffic scheme 
for Headington, which will include 
the loss of parking space in 
Headley Way to create cycle 
lanes. 
 
Mrs Edwards told the Oxford 
Mail: “I suffer with secondary 
progressive MS which makes 
walking extremely difficult. My 
aim since being diagnosed six 
years ago was to continue 
working as long as possible, not 
only because I need to financially 
but also because working keeps 
me going. But I am totally reliant 
on my car to get to and from 
work.”  
 
She said she had difficulty 
walking more than a few yards, 
yet the nearest road with parking 
was 160 yards from her home, 
and not designated for disabled 
residents. “These proposals are 
a big worry for me.” 
 
A council spokesman said 
disabled bays in Headley Way 

might be considered in view of 
comments by Mrs Edwards and 
others. 
 
She added: “The current 
proposal is to remove all street 
parking bays along Headley Way 
to accommodate cycle lanes and 
help traffic flow. Additional car 
parking bays would be provided 
in surrounding roads.  
 
"If we provide disabled bays in 
Headley Way, cycling provision 
may have to be stopped on either 
side of any parking bays if there 
is not the highway width 
available. This means continuity 
is lost for cyclists and there may 
be safety issues."  
 

MARATHON RUN 
 
Rupert and Sophie Arup, son and 
daughter of Clive Arup, who 
regularly attends our Open Days, 
are taking part in the London 
Marathon to raise money for the 
MS Therapy Centres, the charity 
which has supported their father 
for many years. 
 
They say on their website: “Your 
contributions will provide much 
needed support to over 50 
centres and thousands of people 
with MS across the UK.”  
  
Visit 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/t
eam/ArupLondonMarathon2016 
to support them.  
 



BRIEFLY 

Great Western Railway is setting 
up a bring and buy bookshop on 
the main concourse at Oxford 
station and plans to donate the 
proceeds to our branch funds. 
Passengers arriving or departing 
on trains will be encouraged to 
buy books that others have left, 
and drop a donation in one of our 
branch collection tins. 

We were sorry to hear of the 
death of Yvonne Pow, of Didcot, 
a long-serving member of the 
branch. Our sympathy goes to 
her family. 

Our thanks to members of the 
Gateway Masonic Lodge at 
Witney, who have kindly donated 
£150 to our funds. Some of the 
money will be used to replenish 
the kitchenware we use at our 
Open Days at the Northcourt 
Centre. 

The branch has received a 
donation of £209.01 following the 
death of Betty Lillian Read. Our 
sympathy and thanks go to her 
family. 

Patricia and Stephen Michael 
have given £85.78 to the branch, 
the result of offering surplus fruit 
and plants from their garden to 
friends and neighbours in 
exchange for a donation. 

MS Awareness Week takes 
place from Sunday, 25th April to 
Sunday, 1st May. The official 

Cake Break day is Friday, 20th 
May, but there is nothing to stop 
anyone organising a Cake Break, 
inviting friends to your home for 
refreshments in exchange for a 
donation to the branch at any 
other time. But let us know if you 
are holding one, so that we can 
spread the word. 

Professor Derick Wade, 
Consultant in Neurological 
Rehabilitation in Oxford, to whom 
many of our members with MS 
were referred, has retired. For 
many years, he served as our 
branch president. We are grateful 
to him for his support and wish 
him a long and happy retirement. 

Let us know if you hear of 
anyone ill or in hospital. Call 
0779 237 7178 for all welfare 
matters. Send correspondence to 
John Chipperfield at 3 Lambs 
Close, Kidlington, Oxon OX5 
2YD. For the MS nurses, call 
01865 234461 or email 
ms.advice@orh.nhs.uk Call 
01865 231869 for information 
about ongoing and new MS trials. 
To contribute to the newsletter, 
call John Chipperfield on 01865 
374877, write to 3 Lambs Close, 
Kidlington, Oxon OX5 2YD or 
send an email to 
mjpchipperfield@yahoo.co.uk 
 
All views expressed in this 
newsletter are individual and 
not necessarily the view or 
policy of the charity or its 
supporters. 
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Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st October 2015

Open Day Information General Total Previous

Centre Year

£ £ £ £

Fund Balance at 1st November251 155 18,111 18,015 19,314

Income

Donations 5,860 221 6,081 8,411
Raffles 818 818 846
Travel Contrib 195 195 180
Cake Break Events 663 663
Subscriptions 1,093 1,093 953
Grants 0 2,203
Bank Interest 131 131 142

Total Income 6,873 221 1,887 8,981 12,735

Expenditure

Grants Given 400 400 4,906
Outings & Socials 5,517 5,517 6,103
Purchase of Eqipment 0
Transport 1,255 50 1,305 1,700
Fund Raising 202 202 189
Printing & Stationery 330 330 355
Postage 158 158 250
Telephone 376 376 412
Other 297 298 119

Total Expenditure 6,772 376 1,437 8,586 14,034

Fund Balance at 31st October150 0 18,561 18,410 18,015

Represented By:

Cash in Hand nil nil
Stock 100 100
Bank Balance 18,530 18,141

18,630 18,241

Less

Sundry Creditors 220  226
18,410 18,015



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Thursday January 28: Collection at Tesco, Oxford Retail Park, Cowley. 
 
Friday February 5: Open Day, Northcourt Centre, Abingdon. Speakers: 
Sue and Andrew Moss, our Tour de France cycle ride. 10am-4pm. 
 
Saturday February 13/Sunday February 14/Friday February 19: 
Collections at Tesco, Marcham Road, Abingdon. 
 
Friday March 4: Open Day, Northcourt Centre, Abingdon. Annual 
meeting. 10am-4pm. 
 
Friday April 1: Open Day, Northcourt Centre, Abingdon. Entertainment 
from the Rebukes ukulele group. 10am-4pm. 
 
Sunday April 3: Collection at Sainsbury’s, Heyford Hill, Oxford 
 
Friday May 6: Open Day, Northcourt Centre, Abingdon. Brenda Franklin 
leads a craft workshop. 10am-4pm. 
 
Friday June 3: Open Day, Northcourt Centre, Abingdon. Speaker: 
Former customs officer Malcolm Nelson, with more tales of catching 
smugglers. 10am-4pm. 
 
Friday July 1: Open Day, Northcourt Centre, Abingdon. Speaker: 
Bridget Britton, Royal National Lifeboat Institution. 10am-4pm. 
 
Friday August 5: Open Day, Northcourt Centre, Abingdon. Speaker to 
be announced. 10am-4pm. 
 
Friday September 2: Open Day, Northcourt Centre, Abingdon. 
Entertainer: Harpist Rosemary Munro. 10am-4pm. 
 
 
 
 
Call Alan Cusden on 01865 723420 or Geoff Cowan on 07930 
542692 if you wish to help with fundraising or collections. 
 
Don’t forget to look at our website at www.mssociety.org.uk/oxford 



Oxford and District Branch Officers – 2015-6 
 

President: Prof Derick Wade 
 

Chairman/Newsletter Editor: John Chipperfield 01865 374877 
mjpchipperfield@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Secretary/Minutes Secretary: Jo Hawtin 01865 373907 

jo.hawtin@ntlworld.com 
 

Treasurer: Brian Hawtin 01865 373907 
brian.hawtin@ntlworld.com 

 
MS Support Officer: Paula Mallaghan 01865 378519 

pmallaghan@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Open Day Officer: Vacant 
 

Membership Secretary: Stevan Heads 01235 532184 
sheads@icloud.com 

 
Transport Officer: Paul Sargent 01869 369397 or 07951 258 702 

paul-sargent1961@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Fundraising Officers: 
Alan Cusden 01865 723420 
alancusden@yahoo.co.uk 

Geoffrey Cowan 07930 542692 
geoffrey.cowan@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Committee member: Dorothy Warner 01235 554448 

dowarner@virginmedia.com 
 

Information Officer: 
Vacant 

 
 
 


